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Australian Association for Infant Mental Health (AAIMHI) proudly sponsors 

 

Her Honour Judge Vera Mayer and Dr Danya Glaser 
 

Presenting on  

 
Emotional Abuse and Neglect – Definitions, 

Assessment and Protection – Mental Health and 
Judicial Perspectives 

  
Friday 15 September 2017 
9:30am to 4:30pm 
 

Introduction by Her Honour Judge Kate Hughes 
(Federal Circuit Court, ACT) 
 
The emotional abuse and neglect of children is the least studied and 
understood form of child maltreatment.  Emotional abuse and neglect 
are equally damaging and developmentally detrimental to a child’s 
short and long term development as other forms of maltreatment.  
Until quite recently emotional abuse and neglect have not been 
included in policy agendas for the protection of children and decision 
makers have overlooked the importance of recognizing the need for 
the advancement of safeguards for children who are impacted.   
 
Children thrive when they experience warm, responsive and 
predictable relationships with their caregivers.  This one-day 
conference will provide professionals working in health, welfare and 
the judicial systems with information to identify emotional abuse and 
neglect and practically address the harm caused to a child. 
 
Who should attend: 
 
The conference will have immediate practical application to 
practitioners working with children and families in health, family law 
and child protection, including lawyers, community and child 
paediatricians, psychiatrists, social workers, psychologists, 
community workers and counsellors.  Policy makers, researchers and 
managers of child and family services will also find it highly 
informative and relevant. 
 

Event details 

Early Bird (closes 15 

August 2017): $190 

Standard (closes 10 

September 2017): $220 

AAIMHI Members: 

$150 

 

Morning & Afternoon 

Tea included 

____ 

Location: 

Pilgrim House 

Conference Centre 

69 Northbourne Ave, 

Canberra City ACT 

 

For bookings: 

www.eventbrite.com.au 
 
Search for: Emotional 
Abuse and Neglect in 
Canberra, ACT 
 

For enquiries: 
 
Info-act@aaimhi.org  

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/
mailto:Info-act@aaimhi.org
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The Presenters 
 
Dr Danya Glaser  

 
Dr Glaser will focus on how to define the neglect and 
emotional abuse of children; and how to make valid 
assessments of the short and long term impacts of this abuse 
on a child’s health, psychological and emotional 
development. Her knowledge as an expert witness, policy 
maker and member of the Family Justice Council provides 
insight into the information experts need to provide to 
Courts and legal practitioners need to understand and 
obtain from experts in child risk matters involving child 
protection and family law. 
 
 

Dr Glaser is the Visiting Professor at University College London and Honorary 
Consultant Child Psychiatrist at Great Ormond Street Hospital, London.  Dr Glaser 
has practiced, taught and researched widely in the area of child maltreatment as a 
developmental paediatrician and then child and adolescent psychiatrist.  She has 
been involved in the development and training of assessment tools and processes in 
child protection services, as an expert witness in private and public law matters, a 
member of the Family Justice Council, chair of the development Group for the NICE 
Guideline, “When to Suspect Child Maltreatment” and president of The International 
Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (IPSCAN).   
 
Judge Vera Mayer 
 

Her Honour Judge Mayer will inform on the structure of 
the child protection and family law Courts in the UK.  She 
will comment on where matters of emotional abuse and 
neglect fit in the areas of “private” and “public” law and 
provide insight into how decisions are made by the judiciary 
about these forms of abuse using instruments, such as 
“Public Law Outline”, “Factual Matrix”, “Threshold Criteria” 
and “Risk Assessment”.  She will speak about the role of 
expert evidence, the “Litigation Guardian” and the legal 
practitioner in the decision making process. 
 
 

Judge Mayer’s background was originally in psychology. Since being called to the 
Bar, she has concentrated on family law and child protection, representing children, 
parents and the state.  Judge Mayer is currently the senior Circuit Judge in the UK 
and a tutor Judge at the Judicial College.  She has authority to hear High Court cases 
and has sat as a Judge in the Crown Court. Judge Mayer’s work includes all aspects of 
child protection including physical and sexual abuse and emotional harm arising 
from neglect, domestic violence, parental substance abuse and mental illness.  Her 
judicial role also involves international private law relocation matters.  Judge Mayer 
has provided training at Great Ormond Street Hospital and the Tavistock Institute. 


